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Close to the Edge 
How The Edgesphere Uses AI-Generated Visual Content to Glorify, Promote, 
and Humanize Violence 

Content Warning: This report includes discussions about and images related to sexual abuse, 
self-harm, and violence, including toward minors. 

 

Overview 
Through Graphika’s intelligence monitoring, we have increasingly observed members of online 
fringe communities that intersect with nihilistic violent extremism and that glorify violence or 
engage with extreme behavior embracing generative AI tools to create visual content that 
venerates perpetrators of mass violence (PMVs) or encourages further violent acts.  

While these users leveraged various tools, we found that they heavily relied upon OpenAI’s Sora 
before the company announced it would shut it down. In particular, we’ve observed members of 
these communities create AI-generated lifelike videos of mass shooters and PMVs, including 
Christchurch mosque shooter Brenton Tarrant, Sandy Hook Elementary School shooter Adam 
Lanza, and Robb Elementary School shooter Salvador Ramos, among others. 

We and other extremism researchers have previously observed members of these communities 
utilizing generative AI video tools, including to create animated images of PMVs dancing 
alongside their “kill count.” However, these more recent AI-generated videos mark an evolution in 
the type of content these communities share to glorify PMVs. These videos enable members of 
these communities to reenact and celebrate violent acts, romanticize, humanize, or trivialize 
PMVs, and depict PMVs or other criminals as living life, engaging with children, or embracing 
white supremacist ideologies. In turn, this content normalizes violent acts and may encourage 
others to commit violence. 

This report examines how these online communities use these tools, the content they create, and 
the means by which they circumvent moderation by social media and generative AI platforms. We 
focus specifically on two online subcultures: 

●​ The Edgesphere, an international online subculture that spans niche forums, private chats, 
and mainstream social media platforms, and whose members engage in transgressive 
behavior cloaked in ironic humor.  
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●​ Violent subsets of the True Crime Community (TCC), which is characterized by its members’ 
“obsessive” glorification of PMVs, particularly school shooters. While most of this community 
is non-violent, it engages in the normalization of PMVs and contains subsets that identify 
with, excuse, and encourage violent acts. 

This report covers research we conducted between November 2025 and April 2026, before 
OpenAI announced it would shutter Sora. While we found that Sora was an instrumental tool for 
these communities, we assess that Edgesphere and TCC members will migrate to other tools or 
platforms. We have already observed some starting to use other Western and Chinese AI tools, 
including Kling AI, PixVerse AI, Hailuo AI, or Google DeepMind's Veo 3, to generate similar content. 
Most of the content we observed during this investigation was posted on TikTok and X; however, 
we also found limited examples on Instagram, Pinterest, Tumblr, and YouTube. 

 

Community Explainers 
Edgesphere  

The Edgesphere refers to an international online subculture spanning niche forums, private chats, 
and mainstream social media platforms, characterized by members’ use of transgressive 
behavior cloaked in ironic humor. The term comes from within the subculture and is frequently 
used by members to describe themselves.  

Extremism researcher Dr. Marc-Andre Argentino has described the Edgesphere as the “cultural 
ecosystem” in which actors and communities involved in nihilistic violent extremism (NVE) evolve. 
According to Argentino, this subculture involves the "cultivation of intentionally transgressive 
online personas and the formation of digital communities that engage in behaviors that range 
from disruptive to outright harmful," with actors and communities engaging in doxing, swatting, 
online child exploitation and sextortion, and forced self-harm and suicide, among other behaviors.  

The Edgesphere consists of online groups and communities motivated by misanthropy, nihilism, a 
desire for violence, and a will for notoriety and spectacle. While some of these groups overlap 
with traditional violent extremist ideologies, such as white supremacy, Edgesphere and NVE 
actors do not actively promote specific ideological agendas. Edgesphere communities include, 
but are not limited to: 

●​ Swatting and doxing communities. 

●​ The sextortion side of the Community, also known as sextortion Com. The Com is a network 
of threat actors involved in cyber crime, sexual exploitation of minors, and the encouragement 
of offline violence. NVE groups like 764 and No Lives Matter are considered part of the Com. 
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●​ Users who are inspired by or splintered from imageboards such as 4chan and Soyjak.Party, 
and who have shared content about mass attacks, engaged in harassment toward other 
communities, and been tied to multiple mass shootings. 

●​ Some incel communities. 

●​ Self-harm and eating disorder communities. 

●​ Communities and groups like UTube Troll Police that engage in mass trolling to harass other 
online communities with images of gore or child sexual abuse material (CSAM). 

●​ The True Crime Community (TCC). 

○​ There is debate in the extremism research community about whether the TCC should be 
categorized as part of the Edgesphere. However, while examining AI-generated visual 
content for this report, we found that most of the members of violent TCC subsets we 
observed shared content closer to that of other Edgesphere members than the broader 
TCC. 

○​ The TCC members we observed shared content that sanctified, reenacted, trivialized, or 
attempted to justify acts of violence, while Edgesphere members used AI-generated 
content to glorify the sexual exploitation of minors and pedophilia. 

True Crime Community  

In an October 2025 report, the Institute for Strategic Dialogue described the TCC as "one of the 
most significant contributors to acts of public violence in the United States and around the world" 
due to the community's direct responsibility and involvement in school shootings and derailed 
plots of mass violence. The TCC is characterized by its members' obsession with the glorification 
and adulation of perpetrators of mass violence (PMVs).  

While the broader TCC does not engage in violence, researchers Peter Smith, Cat Cadenhead, and 
Clara Broekaert have described it as a multi-tiered ecosystem that contains violent components 
and radicalizing factors. According to their research: 

●​ The TCC’s first and “most visible” tier involves “mainstream true crime consumption” where 
participants consume, research, and discuss violent acts, but generally do not engage in 
extremist activity. 

●​ The second tier involves “parasocial identification,” where “analytical interest” shifts to 
“fascination” and “admiration” of attackers. 

●​ The third tier involves “violent sub-clusters that overlap significantly with extremist spaces.” 
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●​ The fourth tier includes an “extremely small subset” of members who escalate to engaging in 
violence. 

Individuals we refer to as TCC members in this report fall between the second and third tiers. In 
addition, some of the users we surfaced during this investigation self-identified as part of the 
“True Cringe Community,” which claims to mock the TCC while also participating in it. True Cringe 
Community members glorify perpetrators of mass violence and display a high propensity to 
excuse and promote violence.  

 

Edgesphere Use of Visual AI Content 
During our investigation, we observed Edgesphere and TCC members use AI-generated visuals 
for multiple purposes, including: 

●​ Reenacting and glorifying school shootings 

●​ Humanizing the perpetrators of these school shootings 

●​ Portraying and trivializing child sexual abuse while mocking victims 

●​ Boosting awareness about NVE groups like 764 and No Lives Matter 

●​ Promoting white supremacist or other extremist ideologies 

These users often used AI video generation tools such as Viggle AI, CapCut, and Alight Motion to 
create their content, a pattern we’ve observed in our regular intelligence monitoring. However, we 
also saw Edgesphere and TCC members increasingly using OpenAI's Sora to generate more 
complex, lifelike videos of perpetrators.  

While OpenAI announced in March 2026 that it would shut down Sora, we assess that this will 
likely only decrease this type of content in the short term. Edgesphere and TCC members have 
shown an aptitude and flexibility for embracing new tools for content creation. We have already 
observed users adopting the Chinese AI tools Kling AI, PixVerse AI, and Hailuo AI, as well as 
Google DeepMind's Veo 3, to generate visual content. 

Violent Crime Reenactments & Glorification  

A significant amount of the content we observed reenacted mass shootings or depicted violent, 
racist crimes. In early November 2025, we observed Russian-language social media users 
generate AI videos that depicted popular Russian streamers, such as Kussia88 and Anton 
Tatyrzha, attacking Central Asian and Black migrants in Russia, often in a subway setting. While 
the earlier videos we saw were more explicit and violent, Russian users began posting videos that 
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replaced acts of violence with portrayals of the streamers giving handshakes or hugs to the 
targeted individuals. This change was likely intended to evade content moderation while also 
making light of violent acts. 

The videos followed similar patterns, depicting the streamer dressed as a skinhead and asking 
the targeted individual, "What is your citizenship?" The person would answer with a country, 
usually Tajikistan, or an ethnicity, like Romani, and the streamer would then either beat them, 
spray-paint them, hug them, or give them a handshake. 

Members of the Edgesphere and violent TCC subsets shared similarly styled videos that depicted 
murders as someone "giving a hug," "giving presents," or "eating pizza," while replacing weapons 
with toys, such as water guns, suction-cup bows and arrows, or spraypaint cans. The victims 
were often depicted as laughing or having fun with the perpetrators. 

 
A Sora-generated video posted to TikTok depicting a reenactment of the Columbine school shooting with water guns (left). 

A TikTok video depicting a 14-year-old hugging a Black man to allude to claims that the 14-year-old, who was linked to 
TCC-adjacent communities, stabbed the man (right). Redactions added by Graphika. 
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Other AI-generated videos glorified school shooters or other PMVs by depicting them in settings 
reminiscent of where they conducted an attack, such as a school, and displaying a number that 
alluded to the number of people they killed. For example, one video depicted Christchurch 
mosque shooter Brenton Tarrant performing a DJ set in front of a mosque while fireworks 
displayed “51,” the number of people he killed. Several AI-generated videos depicted Sandy Hook 
Elementary school shooter Adam Lanza and Robb Elementary school shooter Salvador Ramos 
surrounded by smiling children. 

We also observed some social media users who glorify the Islamic State or other Islamic 
extremist groups share similarly styled videos depicting Mohamed Hashim Mohamed Zahran, 
who orchestrated bombings in Sri Lanka in 2019, and the perpetrators of a mass shooting at 
Moscow’s Crocus City Hall in 2024. 

These videos are sometimes generated alongside voicetracks that excuse or glorify the PMVs’ 
actions. For example, we repeatedly found videos using the likes of 14-year-old Russian Timofey 
Kulyamov, who perpetrated a stabbing attack at a school in Odintsovo, Moscow Oblast, Russia, in 
2025, and Kerch Polytechnic College shooter Vladislav Roslyakov, distributing presents or pizzas 
to school students while singing "I didn't kill anyone, I distributed presents at the school" (Я 
никого не убивал, я в школе подарки раздавал). 

 
AI-generated videos depicting Sandy Hook Elementary school shooter Adam Lanza and Robb Elementary school shooter 

Salvador Ramos surrounded by children.  
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AI-generated visuals depicting Christchurch shooter Brenton Tarrant and Buffalo grocery store shooter Payton Gendron 
(top), Tarrant performing a DJ set in front of a mosque (bottom left), and 2011 Norway attack perpetrator Anders Breivik 

(bottom right). Each visual references the number of people killed in each attack. Redactions added by Graphika. 
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Humanizing Perpetrators of Mass Violence  

In addition to videos that reenacted or celebrated mass attacks, we observed AI-generated videos 
that sought to humanize PMVs by depicting them in everyday situations, having fun, or having 
relationships with other PMVs.  

TCC users who enjoy watching videos depicting PMVs in humanizing situations have stated that 
this content helps them feel closer to perpetrators while also making them "real," as some TCC 
members are minors and were children or not yet born when some attacks they are interested in 
occurred. 

 
Example of a TikTok user commenting under an AI-generated video of Sandy Hook Elementary shooter Adam Lanza, 

praising the content and arguing that these types of videos make Lanza "real.” Redactions added by Graphika.  

These videos often also portrayed PMVs as: 

●​ Having cute personality traits or quirks 

●​ Engaging in activities that resemble kawaii tropes, such as applying makeup, playing with 
animals, or wearing maid uniforms 

●​ Being in situations that prompted users to comment about how adorable or relatable they 
were  

Content humanizing PMVs is also popular among Edgesphere and TCC community members 
who “shipped,” or fantasized about PMVs being in a romantic relationship. For example, videos 
depicting two PMVs, such as Nathalie Rupnow and Solomon Henderson, or Columbine shooters 
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, in romantic relationships regularly gained thousands of views and 
likes.  

Other videos depicted PMVs or NVE-linked teenagers who were arrested as being freed or 
escaping prison or institutions.  
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These videos also served to mock or ridicule individuals perceived as having low “kill counts,” 
marked with “-0” for no deaths or “+1” for each non-fatal injury, or who were arrested before they 
could conduct their attacks. However, we regularly observed comments on this content that 
expressed positive views toward the attackers. 

 
A Sora-generated video showing Sandy Hook Elementary shooter Adam Lanza and Arthur Achleitner, who conducted a 
mass shooting at a school in Graz, Austria, in 2025, dressed in cat-like outfits and "cutifying" schoolmates with magic 

wands.  
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An AI-generated video depicting Peyton Gendron escaping from his trial (left). An AI-generated video showing Adam Lanza 

with Louis Lippert, a Florida teenager who was arrested in March 2026 for allegedly plotting to murder a classmate to 
attempt to bring Lanza back to life (right). In the video, Lanza states he "wants nothing to do with her.” 

 
An AI-generated video depicting a minor who claimed he committed an attack but did not provide evidence. The video 

describes the minor, the 2025 Jakarta bomber, Natalie Rupnow, and Solomon Henderson, as “larping” as they committed 
attacks with low or no deaths. Redactions added by Graphika. 
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Portrayals of Child Sexual Abuse and Victims 

Edgesphere members generated and shared content, including Pixar-style videos, that depicted 
child sex offenders like Peter Scully and Jeffrey Epstein with minors.  

While we observed non-Edgesphere social media users also sharing similar AI-generated content, 
the content we found that was generated by Edgesphere users often showed Epstein, sometimes 
with Scully or rapper Sean Combs, surrounded by children at a place described as Epstein's 
island. Often, the sex offenders were depicted as leading the children to separate rooms to "have 
fun" or play. More explicit material depicted the sex offenders engaging in activities that, once 
most of the sex offender and child's bodies were obscured with an emoji or a censor square, were 
meant to mimic a sexual abuse encounter.  

Some prompts that users shared on TikTok mentioned the sex offender bouncing the child in his 
arms or on his legs. Most of the videos came with voiceovers either excusing or promoting child 
sexual abuse.  

 
Example of an AI-generated video posted to TikTok depicting Jeffrey Epstein leading a child to a bedroom. Redactions 

added by Graphika. 
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Examples of Sora-generated, Pixar-style videos referencing Sean Combs or school violence. 
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Edgesphere actors also used generative AI to produce videos featuring murder and sexual abuse 
victims, which served to trivialize or turn their abuse and deaths into memes. One series of TikTok 
videos we observed depicted Junko Furuta, a 17-year-old Japanese high school student who was 
sexually abused and murdered in 1988 and 1989, in a tormented relationship with Epstein. 
Another romantic-comedy-style video series depicted Furuta, Abundant Life Christian School 
shooter Natalie Rupnow, and Scully’s ex-girlfriend, Liezyl Margallo, as rivals for Scully’s affection.  

Some videos depicted Scully as having a child, Daisy. We assess that Daisy was generated based 
on the likeness of one of Scully’s victims, as the accounts that generated these videos claimed to 
have access to the original child sexual abuse videos Scully produced and Edgesphere users 
shared non-CSAM video clips showing Margallo playing with an infant whose clothing resembles 
Daisy’s. Daisy’s clothing is also similar to descriptions of a victim’s clothing in news articles. 

 
An AI-generated video depicting Jeffrey Epstein and Peter Scully eating pizza, a reference in conspiratorial communities to 
child abuse. The video also depicted a child that we assess was generated to resemble one of Scully's victims. Redactions 

added by Graphika. 
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Other videos depicted Daisy and Furuta with signs reading “I enjoyed it” or “I deserved it,” or 
animated them dancing and claiming that what happened to them was due to their “foid” 
condition, and that they wish they could go through it again. “Foid” is an abbreviation of “female 
humanoid,” a derogatory term used in incel communities. 

Different AI videos animated George Floyd, a Black man killed by a white police officer in 2020, as 
a droid and assassinated right-wing commentator Charlie Kirk as the “Kirkinator.” 

 
An AI-generated video depicting Junko Furuta, whose body was discovered inside a concrete-filled drum, reaching Epstein’s 

Island after being thrown in the sea by her rapists. The video also depicts her falling in love with Epstein.  
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A TikTok account that posted AI-generated videos depicting Junko Furuta, Nathalie Rupnow, and Liezyl Margallo fighting 
for the romantic attention of Peter Scully. The videos also feature a prominent Edgesphere member who was arrested in 

relation to swatting calls against his school, and a child we assess was generated based on the likeness of one of Scully's 
victims. Redactions added by Graphika. 

Group Promotion 

We observed social media users who sometimes, but not consistently, affiliate with subcultures 
that we consider part of the Edgesphere, such as UTube Troll Police and 7641, posting 
AI-generated content to promote themselves and raise the visibility of their subcultures.  

The videos often depict prominent individuals, including popular streamers or extremist figures 
like Patriot Front leader Thomas Rousseau, endorsing subcultures they would not endorse 
otherwise and encouraging people to join. Using depictions of these better-known individuals is 
very likely an attempt to draw in audiences and potential recruits.  

Videos we observed also often mocked, parodied, or presented NVE groups like 764 and No Lives 
Matter as if they were memes or engaging in live action roleplay (LARP). The “silliness” of this 
content serves to boost awareness of these violent groups while also normalizing extremism by 
hiding it under a layer of irony. 

1 We found that users generating 764 content do not consider themselves to be part of 764 and are not considered as 
such by 764 members. Rather, they generate this content to make 764 and extremism seem like a silly meme, 
normalizing it.  
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A TikTok account that self-affiliated with the UTube Troll Police posted an AI-generated video of Junko Furuta that claimed 

she deserved her abuse because she was an "evil foid” (left). An AI-generated video posted to TikTok depicting fake 
in-fighting between 764 and the UTube Troll Police to promote awareness of both groups (right). Redactions added by 

Graphika. 

 
Examples of AI-generated videos promoting 764 (left) and a parodic No Lives Matter group linked to swatting cases in 

North America (right). Redactions added by Graphika. 

 

 

   16 



 

 
Videos posted to TikTok created with AI tools to animate the logos of 764 and No Lives Matter to dance. 

Promoting White Supremacist Ideology and Myths 

Edgesphere members used AI tools to produce videos and images that depicted non-white PMVs 
and public figures – or individuals not considered white enough by Edgesphere and white 
supremacist standards – as white. Some of the depicted individuals included Furuta, Kirk, 
Epstein, and the 17-year-old perpetrator of a 2025 bombing of a high school in Jakarta, Indonesia.  

These videos often referenced Agartha, a mythological kingdom at Earth’s core, based on Third 
Reich occultists' beliefs that an advanced secret Aryan society existed within the Earth. Other 
videos depicted Hyperborea, a similar mythological land. They depicted the individuals being 
blocked from entering Agartha for not being Aryan, but being granted access after drinking a 
white Monster energy drink or milk and turning into a blond-haired and blue- or laser-eyed version 
of themselves. The portrayed individuals were sometimes depicted wearing Nazi uniforms.  
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A video depicting Junko Furuta being given a white Monster energy drink before entering Agartha. 

 
A video depicting the Jakarta high school bomber as Aryan in an Agartha-related video (left). A video depicting Antioch 

High School shooter Solomon Henderson wearing an SS uniform, displaying blue eyes, and drinking milk (right).  
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Moderation Circumvention Techniques  
We observed Edgesphere and TCC members use various methods to avoid or circumvent Sora’s 
guardrails and social media platforms’ moderation efforts to create and post content glorifying 
PMVs.  

Even though OpenAI has announced it will shut down Sora, we assess it is very likely that 
members of these communities will apply the same circumvention methods to other generative 
AI tools. These users also often exchange techniques, tips, and prompts in comments under 
AI-generated videos, while others post tutorials on TikTok on how to emulate a PMV’s physical 
appearance for optimal results without using the attacker’s name in a prompt.  

The most common circumvention techniques we observed for creating content depicting PMVs 
included:  

●​ Uploading a picture of the PMV into Sora so that the user didn’t have to name the perpetrator. 

●​ Uploading pictures of an individual who looks similar to the PMV, alongside separate images 
of recognizable gear or clothing associated with the PMV.  

●​ Giving a vague physical description of the PMV in the prompt while attaching images of 
recognizable gear or clothing belonging to the PMV.  

●​ Not directly naming the PMV in the prompt, but instead describing them as "the perpetrator of 
(shooting location) shooting" or "tragedy."  

●​ Emulating the PMV in fictional scenarios in which the "fake person" is described as resembling 
the PMV in the prompt instruction.  

●​ Using the likenesses of actors who portrayed the PMVs in movies, such as “Zero Day” 
mockumentary actors Andre Keuck and Cal Robertson, to signify Columbine shooters Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold.  

To generate content that contained depictions of violence, child sexual abuse, or reenacted 
shootings while avoiding moderation, we observed users prompting the AI model to produce 
content that:  

●​ Used water guns, suction cup bows and arrows, or spray paint cans instead of guns to 
reenact mass shootings. 

●​ Showed PMVs distributing candies or gifts, or distributing or talking about pizzas to refer to 
mass shootings or their victims. 
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●​ Showed or mentioned PMVs or skinheads "giving hugs" and handshakes to signify murder. 

●​ Depicted rape victims and women as eating grapes or drinking wine to signify rape.  

●​ Depicted real victims of rape and child sexual abuse as saying or holding signs that read "I 
liked it," "I loved it," or "I deserved it." 

●​ Depicted children bouncing on a convicted pedophile’s legs or in their arms to signify child 
abuse. The video is then partially obscured to create a scene that evokes CSAM.  

 
An AI-generated video depicting Timofey Kulyamov distributing pizza to children in a school that looks similar to the one 
where he stabbed a child (left). An AI-generated video reenacting Elliot Rodger's shootings in Isla Vista, California, with a 

voice track repeatedly claiming "this is retribution" (right). 

AI Jailbreaking   

We also observed Edgesphere users attempting to jailbreak AI assistants, particularly Grok, to 
make it generate extremist, CSAM, or other violative content. In the cases we observed, users 
attempted to trick Grok into generating claims that Elon Musk abuses children or visuals of him 
as a mass shooter or an SS officer, among other depictions.  
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Grok-generated visuals of Elon Musk as Buffalo mass shooter Payton Gendron. The video on the left depicts him shooting 

two Black individuals after using a racial slur to say he hates Black people.  

 
Example of Edgesphere users on X tricking Grok into generating violative content targeting Elon Musk. Redactions added 

by Graphika. 
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Estimative Language Legend 
Assessments of Likelihood 

Graphika uses the following vocabulary to indicate the likelihood of a hypothesis proving correct. 
If we are unable to assess likelihood due to limited or non-existent information, we may use terms 
such as “suggest.” 

Almost No 
Chance 

Very 
Unlikely 

Unlikely Real 
Chance 

Likely Very Likely Almost 
Certain(ly) 

1-5% 5-20% 20-45% 45-55% 55-80% 80-95% 95-99% 

 

Confidence Levels: Indicators of Sourcing and Corroboration 

Graphika uses confidence levels to indicate the quality of information, sources, and corroboration 
underpinning our assessments.  

Low Confidence Medium Confidence High Confidence 

Assessment based on 
information from a 
non-trusted source and/or 
information we have not been 
able to independently 
corroborate.  

Assessment based on 
information that we are 
unable to sufficiently 
corroborate and/or 
information open to multiple 
interpretations. 

Assessment based on 
information from multiple 
trusted sources that we are 
able to fully corroborate.  
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About Us 

Graphika is the most trusted provider of actionable open-source intelligence to help organizations 
stay ahead of emerging online events and make decisions on how to navigate them. Led by 
prominent innovators and technologists in the field of online discourse analysis, Graphika supports 
global enterprises and public sector customers across trust & safety, cyber threat intelligence, and 
strategic communications spanning industries including intelligence, technology, media and 
entertainment, and global banking. Graphika continually integrates new and emerging technologies 
into our proprietary intelligence platform and analytic services, empowering our customers with 
high-precision intelligence and confidence to operate in a complex and continuously evolving 
information environment. 

For more information or to request a demo, visit our website.  
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https://graphika.com/get-started?utm_source=Website&utm_campaign=Demo-Request-Close-to-the-Edge&utm_medium=Organic%20Search&utm_source_drilldown=Report
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