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The Geopolitics of World Cup Boycotts

By Dina Sadek

Overview

The Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) World Cup, held every four years, is
one of the world’s most anticipated and followed events. The multiweek tournament draws an
enormously diverse audience, from soccer enthusiasts and sports fans to entertainment news
followers and political analysts. According to FIFA's audience engagement statistics, the 2022
World Cup reached five billion users across all platforms, indicating the competition's clear
popularity among global audiences.

At the same time, the widely publicized event can ignite controversy, becoming a magnet for
boycott calls and political debate. Ahead of the 2026 World Cup, jointly hosted by the U.S., Mexico,
and Canada this summer, Graphika monitored online conversations across nine major social
media platforms to contextualize boycott discourse targeting the tournament, analyze
engagement patterns, and identify amplification efforts.

For the purpose of this report, we defined boycott-related material as online content that explicitly
encourages, supports, or expresses refusal to attend, participate in, or support the World Cup, the
participating countries, and host nations. We considered relevant content in Arabic, English,
French, and Spanish. We identified calls that ranged from symbolic posts by individual users to
advocacy by civil society groups and public figures. Our findings indicate that individual influential
social media users help disseminate boycott-related discourse to large numbers of followers.
However, we did not identify evidence of a centralized boycott movement coordinating across the
main narratives.

Graphika's ntelligence reporting provides insights into the critical themes and narratives behind
backlash campaigns and targeted boycott calls by detecting, mapping, and analyzing online
communities and the narratives that drive them. Our April 2026 report, “Erom Consumers to
Culture Wars," examined how boycott campaigns targeting U.S. companies were developed and
disseminated in online spaces. In alignment with our previous findings, this report determined
that particularly influential social media accounts are key to shaping boycott calls and amplifying
boycott campaigns.



https://inside.fifa.com/tournament-organisation/audience-reports/qatar-2022
https://graphika.com/get-started?utm_source=Website&utm_campaign=Demo-Request-Matching-Interests%20&utm_medium=Organic%20Search&utm_source_drilldown=Report
https://graphika.com/reports/from-consumers-to-culture-wars
https://graphika.com/reports/from-consumers-to-culture-wars
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This report discusses online discourse involving 2026 World Cup boycott calls from April 1, 2025,
to April 30, 2026. We categorize this content into four main themes and examine their links to
diplomatic and geopolitical interests between host countries and participating nations.

Key Findings

From April 2025 to April 2026, we found that online calls for boycotts centered around the World
Cup primarily focused on discussions of FIFA and the tournament as political and profit-driven,
human rights concerns, and geopolitical tensions. Our analysis suggests these calls emerged
organically rather than as part of an organized effort or centralized campaign targeting the event.
Boycott calls were largely driven by influential accounts, geopolitical flashpoints, rights concerns,
and affordability grievances.

We identified four main themes relating to the World Cup boycott discussion:

e Prohibitive Ticket and Travel Costs: Expensive match tickets, combined with the high cost of
travel, accommodation, and other logistics associated with attending matches in host cities,
contributed to social media posts portraying the tournament as financially inaccessible to
many fans. Online discussions also reflected concerns about the logistical and financial
burdens on host cities and their residents during a high-revenue FIFA event, prompting some
users to advocate for boycotting the tournament.

e Travel Access and Visa Restrictions: Recently implemented visa and travel restrictions to
host nations, particularly the U.S., have raised concerns among online audiences about
potential exclusion and selective access for fans during a global sports event. FIFA officials
and players from participating teams also face the risk that their visas will be denied or not
granted before the scheduled matches. This dynamic contributed to calls to boycott either the
tournament as a whole or matches hosted in the U.S.

e Human Rights, Security, and Safety Concerns: U.S. and international rights and advocacy
groups raised concerns ahead of the tournament about protest rights, discrimination,
freedom of expression, and the treatment of foreign nationals in the U.S. due to increased
immigration enforcement, detentions, and deportations. Online discussions reflected worries
about potential over-policing of fans, activists, or marginalized communities during the
tournament, with calls to boycott the event or matches held in the U.S.

e Conflict, Diplomatic, and Political Considerations: Geopolitical tensions between
participating nations and host countries also contributed to boycott-related discourse.
Discussions surrounding tensions between Iran, Israel, and the U.S. fueled calls among some
online communities to boycott matches, specifically those hosted in the U.S., alongside



discussions of Iran's ultimately unsuccessful request to relocate its matches outside the
country, contributing to these calls for boycott.

Social Media Search and Analysis

We conducted on-platform searches using relevant keywords and hashtags in four languages to
surface content relevant to the discussion. We also used an English-language search query of
neutral and negative terms, including mentions of boycotts, to search for boycott-related content
between April 1, 2025, and April 30, 2026.

During this research, we observed a naturally fluctuating volume of content with a clear peak on
Jan. 20, 2026. This surge in conversation was driven by media reporting and social media posts
across major platforms about European countries potentially boycotting the World Cup due to the
increased U.S. tariff threats and Denmark’s tensions with the U.S. over Greenland.

A limited number of influential accounts played a critical role in amplifying this content to larger
audiences. We found that posts on X often received the most engagement. We identified three
prominent X accounts — each with more than 500k followers — that posted claims about
European nations considering boycotts. Three posts from these accounts collectively received
nearly two million views. Boycott narratives related to Greenland appeared to be driven more by
political commentary and influential social media accounts than by concrete steps from national
federations.
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This graph shows the flow of online conversations about boycotting the 2026 World Cup between April 1, 2025, and April
30, 2026. The conversation reached a peak on Jan. 20, 2026, as users discussed a European boycott of the tournament in
response to U.S. efforts to acquire Greenland. Source: Brandwatch.


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/17/trump-tariff-european-countries-greenland
https://x.com/BRICSinfo
https://x.com/Megatron_ron
https://x.com/mjfree/
https://x.com/Megatron_ron/status/2013637553035919670
https://x.com/mjfree/status/2013658548014583855
https://x.com/BRICSinfo/status/2013591603647066376
https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/articles/cly3dedz10go
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7002048/2026/01/28/world-cup-2026-boycott-trump-usa-mexico-canada/

“Boycott the
World Cup B

N { ‘ ks 3

WK 2026 INDE VS

GEEN TOERNOOI IN EEN LAND
VAN HAAT EN ONDERDRUKKING!

2026

FIFAWORLD CUP

~HNFFEB-SFATESICANADAIMEXICO

Posters shared in reply to three X posts containing calls for a boycott of the World Cup or the U.S. Source: X.
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We searched the same dataset for the term “boycott” to identify influential social media posts in
the conversation and the actors who amplified them. Examples of these influential posts include:

e An Oct. 5, 2025, post by X geopolitical analysis account Warfare Analysis (@warfareanalysis
286k followers), calling for boycotting FIFA and all football and sports, ending the post with
“You're not a slave in the Roman Empire.” The post was viewed 491.2k times and shared 9.3k
times.

e Occupy Democrats (@OccupyDemocrats, 736.1k followers) called for a boycott of the World
Cup in an X post on Jan. 12, 2026, that claimed that international fans are canceling their
World Cup tickets to protest “violent immigration crackdown.” The post was viewed 333k
times and shared 3.4k times.

e On Jan. 12, 2026, a post by X account Marlene Robertson (@marlene4719, 118k followers),
based in Ontario, Canada, shared a screenshot of an article claiming that nearly 17,000 fans
are canceling their World Cup tickets due to the U.S. political climate. This post was viewed
1.2 million times and shared 6.8k times.

e Jirgen Nauditt (@jurgen_nauditt, 113.8k followers), a participant of the North Atlantic Fella
Organization (NAFO), a social movement dedicated to countering Russian propaganda about
the war in Ukraine, posted on Jan. 17, 2026, on X about Germany considering boycotting the
tournament over Greenland. The post garnered more than 1.1 million views and 4.7k shares.

e A March 28, 2026, LPC (@landpalestine, 15k followers) post claimed that Spain announced
that it will boycott the World Cup if Israel takes part. The post, which has been updated since
with a Community Note citing media reporting that Israel was eliminated in a qualification
match, has been viewed more than 4.4 million times and shared 7k times.

The engagement with these posts reflects the power wielded by influential accounts that can
disseminate content to large and diverse audiences, potentially expanding the reach of boycott
calls. We reviewed these social media posts and their engagement, along with other content
posted over the past year, to identify the main themes in online discourse related to boycotts of
the 2026 World Cup, as detailed in the following sections.


https://x.com/warfareanalysis/status/1975019109541904487
https://x.com/warfareanalysis
https://x.com/OccupyDemocrats
https://x.com/OccupyDemocrats/status/2010846287382659180
https://x.com/marlene4719/status/2010828395785904344
https://x.com/marlene4719
https://x.com/jurgen_nauditt
https://x.com/jurgen_nauditt/status/2012392466314399922
https://x.com/landpalestine
https://x.com/landpalestine/status/2037931661577400707
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Prohibitive Ticket and Travel Costs

The steep cost of attending the matches at the 2026 World Cup is a key aspect of the criticism
lodged at FIFA. The tournament is expected to feature the most expensive general admission
tickets for a football match ever. The ticket price, paired with rising travel and accommodation
costs, creates a significant barrier for fans in both host countries and those hoping to travel to the
U.S., Canada, or Mexico for the tournament. Media reports of lagging sales for the World Cup
opener pointed to high-priced tickets as the cause of falling demand.

FIFA's adoption of a dynamic pricing model for selling tickets has led to further criticism. Ahead of
the release of tickets in October 2025, FIFA indicated that group-stage tickets will range from $S60
to $6,730 and that prices will be adjusted based on demand following the December 2025 draw.
By April 2026, the average increase in the lowest ticket category was over $200. FIFA also
introduced new, more expensive World Cup ticket categories in April. FIFA president Gianni
Infantino has justified the pricing as part of a “special market” serving as the association's only
revenue-generating event. Earlier in March, U.S. lawmakers wrote a letter to FIFA leadership
expressing concern over rising costs for fans and host cities, and demanding that American fans
and international visitors have access to tickets at affordable prices.

We observed social media posts discussing the high ticket prices as a major barrier to attending
matches, with many noting that the cumulative cost is unaffordable when factoring in travel and
accommodation to one of the host cities.

Social posts expressed dismay over steep pricing, with screenshots of ticket prices in post texts
indicating the high cost as a barrier to fans. One X user gstimated that the minimum cost for two
people to attend the World Cup final at the MetLife Stadium in New Jersey is more than $12,000,
including two tickets, train fare to the stadium, and accommodation.


https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/articles/ce8lzj0rprpo
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7213118/2026/04/21/usa-paraguay-world-cup-tickets-fifa-sofi-stadium/
https://www.latimes.com/sports/soccer/story/2026-04-21/fifa-adds-world-cup-ticket-drop-amid-reports-of-lagging-sales
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6680752/2025/10/01/world-cup-ticket-prices-usmnt/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6593901/2025/09/03/world-cup-2026-tickets-fifa-dynamic-pricing/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-financial-page/is-dynamic-pricing-ruining-the-world-cup
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7166874/2026/04/02/fifa-dynamic-pricing-2026-world-cup-tickets/
https://www.espn.com/soccer/story/_/id/48443157/fifa-adds-new-even-more-expensive-world-cup-ticket-categories
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7204561/2026/04/17/gianni-infantino-fifa-world-cup-tickets/
https://x.com/DylanDittrich/status/2044154262125719846
https://escobar.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3089
https://www.espn.com/soccer/story/_/id/47277227/soccer-fan-groups-accuse-fifa-rip-pricing-world-cup-tickets
https://x.com/SullyCNBC/status/2044125605915136072
https://x.com/BosniaNTBall/status/2039565535050895483
https://x.com/Tom_Hindle_/status/2044083693526950123
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Screenshot of the price of tickets for a 2026 World Cup match in a social media post. Source: X.

Beyond match tickets, the cost of accommodation, transportation, and FIFA Fan Fest tickets in
host cities sparked backlash from commuters, politicians, and fans hoping to attend World Cup
matches and events. Politicians and local governments raised concerns about the burden placed
on host cities as prices rise and tax-paying residents are being asked to subsidize a tournament
from which FIFA expects record revenue.

In New Jersey, the round-trip train fare from Manhattan to the MetLife Stadium will cost fans
$150, more than 10 times the regular fare of $12.90 for the 15-minute ride or $80 for shuttle bus
seats. The rise in transportation costs sparked residents' and fans’ backlash, prompting some
fans to consider walking to the stadium to avoid the high transit costs, as the city’s governor
called on FIFA to cover the transportation costs. The decision continues to draw backlash and
concern among fans about whether they can make it to the matches, especially since parking is
not offered at the stadium, and ride-share drop-off options will be off-site, leaving fans with
limited travel options. In Toronto, Canada, a $10 CAD admission ticket to the city’s FIFA Fan Fest,
following the original announcement that it would be free, drew backlash, prompting the city’s
mayor to revisit the plan.

Accommodation in host cities is also sparking outrage among fans, with Airbnb and hotel rates
spiking, leaving many fans without affordable options. Deterred fans due to the cost have led
demand to fall short ahead of the World Cup, and U.S. hotels slashed rates as FIFA began
canceling thousands of reserved rooms across the country.


https://inside.fifa.com/official-documents/annual-report/2025/financials
https://abc7ny.com/post/nj-transit-address-world-cup-ticket-prices-commuter-alternatives-during-press-conference/18904147/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/17/nyregion/nj-transit-world-cup-ticket-prices.html
https://x.com/AdamCrafton_/status/2044068754502390156
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/world-cup/can-you-walk-metlife-stadium-fifa-world-cup/6495352/
https://www.espn.com/soccer/story/_/id/48514008/world-cup-fans-metlife-stadium-pay150-dollar-train-fares-nj-transit
https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/nj-transit-fifa-world-cup-buses-metlife-stadium/
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/5836749-nj-transit-world-cup-train-tickets-profit/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/fifa-fan-fest-ticket-cost-9.7164605
https://nowtoronto.com/news/toronto-reconsiders-fan-fest-ticket-fees-as-olivia-chow-calls-for-free-access-after-backlash/
https://x.com/TheSpeculator0/status/2044407961112445378
https://x.com/BMoon_bee/status/2044440730249126076
https://www.ft.com/content/7fd5e051-f45a-48e9-85f1-047a7defd7ab?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://finance.yahoo.com/economy/articles/hotels-slashing-world-cup-rates-180500186.html
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Travel Access and Visa Restrictions

As the 2026 World Cup approaches, criticism has mounted over difficulties in obtaining visas to
travel to host countries, particularly the U.S. These concerns involve football association officials
participating national teams, and prospective audience members hoping to attend the matches.
Due to the joint hosting of the tournament by three countries, criticism or calls for a boycott
largely depend on the host countries' relationships with other nations and on how logistics are
handled across the different host cities.

One of the main drivers of this criticism stems from the recently implemented travel restrictions
to the U.S., which fully or partially suspended entry for and visa issuance for nationals of 39
countries, and the continuation of the suspension on entry for nationals of 19 countries. Standing
next to FIFA President Gianni Infantino, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio stated in November
2025 that a World Cup ticket “doesn't guarantee admission into the U.S." and encouraged fans to
apply for visas as soon as possible.

Additionally, the U.S. imposed a $15,000 bond for nationals of 50 countries applying for a visitor
visa. These restrictions will likely hinder certain fans' ability to attend matches due to the
associated cost or the inability to obtain a visa for one or more of the host countries, and
contribute to calls for boycotting the U.S. and attending World Cup matches there.

Concerns about visa issues affect fans, but may also prevent players from nations like Iran from
participating in the event if they are impacted by visa restrictions. The U.S. denied visas to Iranian
officials ahead of the tournament’s lottery draw in December 2025, prompting Iran to boycott the
draw. Previous visa denials, increased U.S. visa restrictions, and the ongoing tensions between
the U.S. and Iran (discussed later in this report) are likely to remain integral to calls for boycotts.

We observed that some users reply to posts mentioning boycotts with posters that display
boycott statements. These images vary, depending on a user's perspective on World Cup
boycotts and the reasons behind them. Some of these posters clearly state that the boycott is
against the U.S. by including specific language or imagery such as the U.S. flag or the Statue of
Liberty.


https://x.com/KatVilarev/status/2044775062797258755
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/12/restricting-and-limiting-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-security-of-the-united-states/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/suspension-of-visa-issuance-to-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-security-of-the-united-states.html
https://x.com/NewsNation/status/1990533741564080478
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2026/03/state-department-expands-visa-bonds-to-combat-illegal-overstay-rates
https://x.com/Microinteracti1/status/2037153133265088842
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/world-cup-travel-bans-ice-iran-50-days/
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/04/21/travel/world-cup-travelers-united-states
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7138400/2026/03/25/world-cup-fifa-senegal-bonds-algeria-visa/
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/04/12/gianni-infantino-fifa-world-cup-shuttle-diplomacy-iran-00866973
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/04/12/gianni-infantino-fifa-world-cup-shuttle-diplomacy-iran-00866973
https://www.espn.com/soccer/story/_/id/47128758/2026-world-cup-draw-iran-boycott-visa-usa
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“I CANCELLED MY WORLD CUP TICKETS”:
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Posters shared in social media posts containing calls for boycotts referencing the U.S. Source: X.

Visa restrictions have also impacted, to a lesser extent, individuals traveling to Canada and
Mexico. In April 2026, Canada denied visas to officials of the Palestine Football Association ahead
of the pre-World Cup meeting of FIFA member associations held in Vancouver on April 30, raising
concerns about exclusion and feeding further calls for boycotts over visa difficulties. However, our
research indicated that U.S. visa restrictions are central to the conversation.

Human Rights and Safety Concerns

World Cup-related boycotts targeting the U.S. specifically also centered on concerns for safety
due to the rise of detention and deportation of foreign nationals in the U.S. and the deployment of
the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in many locations around the country.

International human rights and advocacy organizations like the American Civil Liberties Union,
Amnesty International, and Human Rights Watch warned of potential human rights issues and
restrictions on freedom of expression, particularly in the U.S., ahead of the World Cup. In their
statements, the organizations expressed concern over the safety of immigrants, lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people, and journalists, demanding that FIFA and host cities
take appropriate action to protect people. The safety of foreign workers in the U.S. and fans
traveling to attend matches has also been a topic of conversation, especially as the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) confirmed that ICE will work to secure some World Cup events.



https://www.theguardian.com/football/2026/apr/16/palestine-fa-officials-denied-entry-canada-fifa-world-cup-meeting
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6651989/2025/09/23/fifa-human-rights-concerns/
https://x.com/AlexTaylorNews/status/2043202743523852337
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/world-cup-2026-fifa-needs-to-act-on-human-rights
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/03/global-fifa-and-world-cup-hosts-must-prevent-tournament-becoming-a-threat-to-fans-and-communities/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/04/10/world-cup-2-months-out-fifa-and-host-cities-sideline-rights
https://thehill.com/policy/keeping-score/5876389-ice-fifa-world-cup-dhs/
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We observed calls to boycott matches in the U.S., amplified on X by international fans who voiced
their travel concerns and reposted media content about ICE actions or its presence in U.S. cities.
We also observed posts from X accounts with large followings, such as a Feb. 3 X post from
Antifa_Ultras (@ultras_antifaa, 270.6k followers) and a May 18 post from European Democrats
(@democrats_eu, 23.3k followers), that amplified these calls for boycotting the World Cup and the
U.S. within their respective communities.

Other criticisms came from labor and workers' defenders, especially in U.S. host cities, regarding
workers' rights ahead of the event. A union representing workers at SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles
threatened to strike if their working conditions, wage issues, and concerns about ICE were not
addressed. Labor issues represented one of the clearest links between online boycott discourse
and offline organizing, particularly in Los Angeles, where stadium workers threatened strike action
over contract demands and immigration-enforcement concerns. One of the main actors leading
online conversations about this issue is the UNITE HERE Local 11 union, representing more than
32,000 hospitality workers in California and Arizona. Posts from the union’s X account
(@unitehere11, 13.4k followers) tend to attract a large number of views, such as a May 18 post
(34k views) about Tom Steyer being the first gubernatorial candidate in California to protest with
workers against ICE, exceeding Steyer's own X post (3.9k views) on the same day about his
participation in the protest.

Rights organizations also expressed concern about security and historical military deployment in
Mexico, and that the tournament may make conditions worse for unhoused people in Canada.
However, the majority of the criticism and boycott calls we observed targeted the U.S.


https://x.com/ultras_antifaa/status/2018794119988904138
https://x.com/ultras_antifaa
https://x.com/democrats_eu/status/2055227810008956990
https://x.com/democrats_eu
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7203430/2026/04/17/world-cup-sofi-stadium-fifa-union/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/apr/11/sofi-stadium-los-angeles-world-cup
https://www.unitehere11.org
https://x.com/unitehere11
https://x.com/unitehere11/status/2056405664071831893
https://x.com/TomSteyer/status/2056526341869281453
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/global-fifa-and-world-cup-hosts-must-prevent-tournament-becoming-a-threat-to-fans-and-communities/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/vancouver-human-rights-plan-fifa-2026-world-cup-9.7153136
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Conflict and Political Opposition

The regional conflict in the Middle East has added another dimension to online discussion of the
2026 World Cup. The tense relationship between the U.S. and Iran, a qualifying member of the
competition, is central to this conversation. Tensions that existed prior to the war due to the U.S.
denying visas to Iranian officials have escalated with the conflict. Concerns have arisen over the
safety of Iranian team members and their fans in the U.S,, as well as their ability to obtain visas
for the matches.

In March 2026, Iranian officials and commentators amplified boycott-related rhetoric during visa
disputes and regional tensions with the U.S. However, Iranian football authorities later indicated
that the national team would participate while continuing to seek guarantees around visas, safety,
and treatment in the U.S. FIFA denied Iran's request to move its U.S.-scheduled matches to
Mexico. U.S. President Donald Trump stated that while the team is welcome to compete in the
U.S., he doesn't believe that it is “appropriate that they be there, for their own life and safety.
Despite the ongoing conflict and uncertainty about Iran's final position on its national team
traveling to the U.S. for its scheduled matches, FIFA leadership reiterated in April that Iran will
participate in the World Cup.

The conflict has provoked false and misleading claims of boycott efforts, such as the claim that
Spain will withdraw its participation in the World Cup if Israel qualifies. A claim that Spain's
government debunked and confirmed its country’s participation in the tournament. Germany and
France also ruled out World Cup boycotts, as fans and European politicians called for boycotting
the U.S. over Greenland and the war with Iran.


https://www.reuters.com/sports/soccer/iran-cannot-participate-world-cup-sports-minister-says-2026-03-11/
https://www.espn.com/soccer/story/_/id/48249862/iran-world-cup-2026-usa-mehdi-taj-mexico
https://www.aljazeera.com/sports/2026/4/12/fifa-rejects-irans-request-to-relocate-world-cup-games-amid-us-israel-war
https://sports.yahoo.com/articles/mexico-president-says-fifa-rejected-160026661.html
https://www.espn.com/soccer/story/_/id/48184550/us-president-trump-iran-skip-world-cup-safety
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116216801278101254
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7079584/2026/03/11/iran-world-cup-fifa-withdrawal/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/fifa-gianni-infantino-iran-world-cup-war/
https://x.com/landpalestine/status/2037931661577400707
https://www.reuters.com/fact-check/spain-did-not-announce-world-cup-boycott-over-israeli-participation-2026-04-17/
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2026/jan/31/germany-rule-out-world-cup-boycott-donald-trump-united-states-dfb
https://x.com/ClareDalyIRL/status/2046838314880073767
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7002048/2026/01/28/world-cup-2026-boycott-trump-usa-mexico-canada/
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Posters shared in social media posts about boycotting the U.S. over the war in Iran. Source: X.
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Estimative Language Legend

Assessments of Likelihood

Graphika uses the following vocabulary to indicate the likelihood of a hypothesis proving correct.
If we are unable to assess likelihood due to limited or non-existent information, we may use terms
such as “suggest.”

Almost No | Very Unlikely Real Likely Very Likely = Almost
Chance Unlikely Chance Certain(ly)
1-5% 5-20% 20-45% 45-55% 55-80% 80-95% 95-99%

Confidence Levels: Indicators of Sourcing and Corroboration

Graphika uses confidence levels to indicate the quality of information, sources, and corroboration
underpinning our assessments.

Low Confidence Medium Confidence High Confidence
Assessment based on Assessment based on Assessment based on
information from a information that we are information from multiple
non-trusted source and/or unable to sufficiently trusted sources that we are
information we have not been | corroborate and/or able to fully corroborate.
able to independently information open to multiple

corroborate. interpretations.
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About Us

Graphika is the most trusted provider of actionable open-source intelligence to help organizations
stay ahead of emerging online events and make decisions on how to navigate them. Led by
prominent innovators and technologists in the field of online discourse analysis, Graphika supports
global enterprises and public sector customers across trust & safety, cyber threat intelligence, and
Strategic communications spanning industries including intelligence, technology, media and
entertainment, and global banking. Graphika continually integrates new and emerging technologies
into our proprietary intelligence platform and analytic services, empowering our customers with
high-precision intelligence and confidence to operate in a complex and continuously evolving
information environment.

For more information or to request a demo, visit our website.


https://graphika.com/get-started?utm_source=Website&utm_campaign=Demo-Request-Matching-Interests%20&utm_medium=Organic%20Search&utm_source_drilldown=Report
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