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Introduction

On October 8, 2020, Facebook announced the takedown of an inauthentic network of just over 70
assets in Myanmar that it attributed to members of the country’s military. The network primarily
posted about the positive role the military plays in Myanmar, but its fake accounts also posed as
supporters of the military-backed opposition party the Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP), and network assets criticized the country’s prime minister, State Counsellor Aung San
Suu Kyi, and her ruling National League for Democracy (NLD). A small number of posts included
hostile commentary about Muslims and the Rohingya minority.

Myanmar is scheduled to hold a general election on November 8, only the second democratic
election that is expected to be completed since a military coup in 1962. Ahead of the elections,
repeated warnings have circulated that Facebook could be used to spread disinformation and
hate speech, as it was in the buildup to the army-backed Rohingya genocide of 2016-2018."

As it announced the takedown, Facebook said, “We identified clusters of connected activity that
relied on a combination of fake, duplicate and authentic accounts to post content, evade
enforcement and removal, manage Pages and drive people to off-platform websites including
military-controlled media domains. These accounts often used stock female profile photos and
photos of celebrities and social-media influencers. ... We began our investigation after reviewing
local public reporting about some elements of this activity. Although the people behind this
activity attempted to conceal their identities and coordination, our investigation found links to
members of the Myanmar military.”

The network was relatively small: it consisted of 50 accounts, 17 pages, and 6 Instagram
accounts and was also connected to a newly created website devoted to the Myanmar military.

T Hate speech and disinformation are a challenge to content moderation: posts are taken down because of
what they contain. On August 31 and September 23, Facebook announced measures to boost its ability to
tackle hate speech and voter suppression in Myanmar. This issue should not be confused with the concept
of coordinated inauthentic behavior (CIB), in which assets are taken down because they are fake and
coordinated and primarily use fake accounts to deceive their audiences. The October 8 takedown was

based on CIB.
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They focused almost entirely on party politics and targeted the ruling party, weeks before the
election. The assets operated as a self-reinforcing cluster, with multiple pages and accounts
posting the same content at almost the same time. The most popular page in the set had over
165,000 followers, and some of the accounts had thousands of friends; overall, Facebook
reported that about 538,000 accounts followed one or more of the pages. Beyond Facebook,
Instagram, and the website, the operation does not appear to have run related accounts on other
social platforms; this may be because, according to online service statcounter.com, Facebook
accounts for around 99% of social media usage in Myanmar.

The network was also relatively new. Most of the accounts and pages were created in 2020,
especially March and April. The associated website was only registered on October 2. The chief
exception to this pattern was the page named 32l ooegooo: (“Our Army”), which was created in
May 2015. This was the operation’s most popular asset: by the time of the takedown, it had over
165,000 followers.

The Takedown Set

The network consisted of 50 Facebook accounts, 17 pages, and 6 Instagram accounts.”

As noted above, the oldest page was created in 2015, and one account was created in late 2013;
it stopped posting in April 2020. The great majority of the other assets were created in 2020,
especially in March and April. Their followings varied. One page that posed as a media group had
110,000 followers. Three others had between 50,000 and 100,000, and seven had between 15,000
and 50,000 followers. Not all the accounts listed their number of friends and followers; of the 26
that did, half had between 1,000 and 5,000 friends, and the other half had under 1,000.

Myanmar pages follower counts
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Follower counts for the pages in the Myanmar set.

2 Some of the Instagram accounts had no posting history at all; none of them posted content that featured
on the operation’s pages or fake accounts.
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Audience engagement with individual assets reflected the difference in their followings. The
oldest page, 32l ovegox:: (Our Army), regularly attracted thousands of reactions and hundreds of
shares and comments. The newer pages typically performed far less well, even when they posted
the identical content. The accounts often only managed single-digit engagement.
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Q0 3 140 Comments 398 Shares 0% 15 & Comments & Shares | @O 19 1 Comment

The same photo montage posted by three assets in the set. On the left, the oldest page,
with over 3,000 reactions, 140 comments, and 398 shares. Center, one of the newer
pages (created on March 29), with 126 reactions, 6 comments, and 5 shares.
Right, one of the network’s fake accounts, with 19 reactions and 1T comment.
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The pages saw their interactions increase dramatically around July 2020. Before that, the pages
were receiving between 50,000 and 100,000 interactions a month, primarily from photo posts.

ALL POSTS TOTAL INTERACTIONS 10/01/19 - 05/01/20

Total interactions for pages from 10/19 to 5/20; green represents photo posts. Note the order of magnitude
of the scale on the Y axis.
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After May, the pages began to receive much higher engagement, hitting over 2 million in the
month of September. Posts featuring either photos or Facebook videos got the highest
engagement by far, making up 98.35% of engagements from April 2020 up to the time of this
writing.
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ALL POSTS TOTAL INTERACTIONS 04/01/20 - 10/05/20

TOTAL INTERACTIONS ~ AVG. MONTHLY INTERACTIONS ~ MONTHLY INTERACTION RATE
5.13M 653.3K 3.21%

POST TYPE TOTAL

Photos 2.99M 58.34% (|

Links 1.4K 0.03% |

Statuses 5.6K 0.11% 0

Facebook Videos 2.05M 40.01% T =

Facebook Live 77.3K 1.51% [

YouTube Videos 264 0.005% [

Interactions for pages from 4/1/20 to 10/5/20; note the scale of the Y axis.
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The pages experienced large growth in the volume of likes, starting around June 2020. The
accounts’ likers had remained steady at approximately 100,000 up to that point, but that number
grew to over 500,000 at the time of writing.

PAGE LIKE GROWTH 10/01/18 - 10/05/20

Page liker totals from 10/1/19 to 10/5/20.

Despite this increase in interactions and likers, the overall interaction rate plummeted in the same
time period. Between October 2019 and April 2020, the interaction rate fluctuated between 6 and
12%. Once the pages began receiving more likers/followers, this rate plummeted to around 2%.
This indicates that despite the growth in follower bases, the followers were not engaging with the
pages as often.
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ALL POSTS AVG. INTERACTION RATE 10/01/19 - 10/05/20

Interaction rates for pages from 10/1/2020 to 10/5/2020.

Overall, despite its relative newness, the network did have some success in building an audience
and attracting engagement. Much of this came from the oldest page, but the newer pages also
attracted attention.

Fake Accounts

The network was built around some three dozen accounts, most of which showed clear signs of
inauthenticity and appeared to have been both created in a batch and operated in a batch. Many
of them had profile pictures taken from real people, especially celebrities and social media
influencers. For example, the account Chaw Nge took two different profile pictures and its cover
picture from Instagram influencer @thisisdada_. The account Bo Thu Rain took its profile and
cover pictures from two different pencil drawings of American soldiers that can readily be found
online. The account Phyo Wai Aung took its profile picture from actor Piolo Pascual.®

3 Most of the other accounts also had profile pictures that appeared to be the outcome of modeling
photoshoots, but they could not be found by reverse search, which instead typically returned images of
white people. This may indicate that they were taken from sources that are not listed online, such as private
social media accounts, but it may also echo concerns over the racial biases in face recognition
technologies. To avoid any risk of endangering real people, we have obscured the names and profile
pictures of any account we could not positively identify as having a stolen profile picture, even when all
other behavior indicated that the profile was that of a fake persona.
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Left, Facebook account Chaw Nge, whose first profile picture was uploaded on April 14, 2020. Right,
Instagram posts by @thisisdada_.

Phyo Wai Aung
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Profile Pictures
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Left, account Phyo Wai Aung, whose first profile picture was uploaded on March 1, 2020. Right, photo of actor
Piolo Pascual, from the Philippines [nquirer.
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https://www.instagram.com/thisisdada_/
https://entertainment.inquirer.net/374296/piolo-pascual-2-other-asian-actors-mull-over-the-new-normal-in-entertainment-after-lockdown

Bo Thu Rain

fr ~ T T
fineatamerica
Wall Art Home Decor Lifestyle Tech Stationery Appare| Collections

£ Murphy Ellictt Shop | Wall Art { Pasters | Pencil Postors

Top, Facebook account Bo Thu Rain, whose first profile picture was uploaded on April 13, 2020. Bottom left,
drawing of a U.S. soldier in combat, from fineartamerica.com. Bottom right, pencil drawing of a soldier by
JK89 on deviantart.com.

The accounts were largely created in two batches in March and April. Of the 34 accounts that
Graphika reviewed during this analysis, 26 uploaded their first profile pictures (an approximation
for when they were created, as Facebook accounts do not show a creation date) between
February 28, 2020, and April 14, 2020. Five accounts uploaded their first profile pictures on March
4, and seven uploaded theirs on April 14.
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Of the 14 pages that Graphika reviewed, 13 were also created in 2020 (pages do show a creation
date). The earliest in this period was set up on March 5, the latest on September 26, with 7 pages
in total created in March.

Timeline of asset activation

Asset type
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M Page
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Month of creation OR first post

Timeline of page creation and first posts on accounts for the entire network, 2013-2020.
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Timeline of page creation and first posts on accounts, 2020.
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The batch activity also impacted the behavior of the accounts. Many of them consistently posted
the same content, with only minor variations in the wording and emojis that accompanied them,
over a spread of a few minutes or hours on the same day. Much of this content dealt with the
military and especially focused on the positive benefits it brought to Myanmar in terms of
stability, security, and health.
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Myanmar is under the great match Myanmar is under the great match
Mot a war loss country Mot a war loss country
From International to Myanmar issue From International to Myanmar issue
If you get a gossip If you get a gossip
We'll meet the army, We'll maet the army,
#  Hide Transiation - Rate thistranaiation

- Hirle Transiation - Hate this fransiation

Post by two assets on the Burmese Army, on October 2 in a span of four hours.
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Daily Health check out.. () ki 'y . - Daily Health check out.. ks ks . .
#oredit #oredit
£ - Hide Translation . Rate this transiation £ - Hide Transiation - Rate this transiation

0 16 43 Shares O 12 1 Comment

Posts by two assets about the army providing healthcare for monks, made within 2 minutes. Many more
assets posted the same content, this is discussed below.

The accounts also took a more directly partisan political stance. Regardless of their creation
dates, almost all the accounts in this network updated their profile pictures on September 8 local
time (September 7-8 Eastern Time) by adding a green frame with a patriotic or political slogan. By
far the most frequently used phrase was “Brighter future”: this is a slogan of the conservative
opposition political party the Union Solidarity and Development Party. Many of the accounts
accompanied the slogan with the banner of the party. This date marked the beginning of the
electoral campaign season in Myanmar.

This process was carried out quickly, in the space of a single day. Many of the accounts made the
change within minutes of each other.
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A=, Lwin Ko Ko updated his profile picture.
Lea September 7 at 11:32PM - @

4 y» Phyo Wai Aung updated his profile picture
September 7 at 11:31 PM - @

BRIGHTER 8
FUTURE >4

Kyaw Naing updated his profile pictura . f ) Zun Pwint Phyu updated her profile picture.
. September 7 at 1T1:36 PM . & September 7 al 11:36 PM - @
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Profile picture updates on September 7, 11.37 to 11.36 pm ET (the morning of September 8 in Myanmar).
Note the combination of the USDP slogan and the flag roundel on three of the four images. The profile
pictures were taken respectively from actor Piolo Pascual, actor Phoomiphadit Nittayaros, a_travel blog, and a

photoshoot.

Not all the accounts used the same imagery: a handful adopted more general patriotic messaging
that expressed their love either for Myanmar or for the Burmese Army. The content was different,
but the changes were made at the same time: the account illustrated below, and others in the set,
updated their profile pictures in the same 10 minute period as the four accounts illustrated above.
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https://www.fitandhungry.com/part-1-what-is-burma-like/
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Ba Thu Rain
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A Shara

Profile picture update by Bo Thu Rain, September 7 (September 8 in Myanmar).

Just over 48 hours later, many of the accounts in the network also updated their cover pictures
with photos of the crossed flags of the USDP - a green field with a red square and a white star in
the corner, and a green field showing the heraldic device of the party, the Burmese mythical
creature known as the Chinthay.
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updated her cover photo. - .. | updated her cover photo
| September 10 a1 12:28 AM - @ September 10.at 12:49 AM - &

@O‘. 63 3 Comments & Shares oD 7 1 Comment

b Lwin Ko Ko updated his cover phato. @ Phyo Wai Aung updated his cover photo ic
- i o smbor 10 % ¥ i C
# September 10 at 1:38 AM - © September 10 at 1:45 AM . @

©0% 1 ©0s 22
Cover photo updates by four accounts in the network, September 10, 12.28 to 1.45am, ET.

A few minutes later, other accounts in the group, which had not updated their profile pictures,
uploaded the same image with an identical post that translates as, “Protecting different religion
for long. May the USDP party pass.”
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Protecting different religion for long Pratecting ditferent religion for lang Frotecting differant religion

May the usdp party pass May the usdp party pass May the usdp pass. It's 3 good day.
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Pro-USDP posts, September 10. The left-hand flag is the party banner of the USDP;
the right-hand flag is its symbol.

Beside this positive content about the Army and the USDP, the network posted negative content
about Aung San Suu Kyi, the NLD party, or both. As with the pro-Army and pro-USDP content, this
was posted in batches, with the same essential content accompanied by minimal variation in

language and emojis.
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... and the same video with different comments. All these posts were made between
543 and 5.52 ET on October 2.
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Letme e quaraiine heculse nid fespongibliity Let me free quarantine because nld responsibility

So the government rules
I can laugh because | can skip it.

So the government rules

| can laugh because | can skip it.
if you want to be free of quarantine for hanthar myint.

‘What about hantha myint?

If you want to be free of quarantine for hanthar myint.
What about hantha myint?

b 7
What about you What about you?

i 7
Are you making a different hand? fire you making a different nand?

Posts on the NLP by two operation assets, 6 minutes apart.

Not all this content came in batches: at times, individual accounts made individual posts. The
content varied, but the tone was in keeping with the operation’s overall position.
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Left, post showing a man throwing a laptop at Aung San Suu Kyi on TV. Right, anti-NLD post.

Graphiks
19



Pages

The pages in the network were less uniform in appearance, but their overall behavior matched
with the behavior of the accounts. Whatever their ostensible focus, the majority of the set - which
comprised 14 pages in total - also took a strongly pro-Army stance. Military content made up the
majority of their posts, and some explicitly said they were Army supporters, but they also included
critical commentary against the NLD and its leader.

Myanmar (Burmese) v
) 0bo3g)E:
ENGLISH

4) War song

06283Es

@mmarmysongs - Song

© Send Message

- ,
LendbocesS e

Myanmar (Burmese) v

3311 ovegoom
; -
il Enclisd

4) Qur army

32= opegomom

@doetatmataw - Media/News Company © Send Message

Pages in the set, with their names translated: War Song and Our Army.

Some of the pages made reference to the Tatmadaw, the Burmese Army, in their names or
handles. The most prominent of these was the Tatmadaw Media Group, which was only created
in April 2020 but had over 110,000 followers by the time it was taken down. The pages also
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showed strongly pro-military iconography: several pages in the set referenced the giant statues of
three ancient Burmese kings that overlook a military parade ground.

Tatmadaw Media Group

intarest © Send Message

Left, the profile page for the Tatmadaw Media Group, showing the statues of the three kings overlooking the
parade ground. Right, profile picture for “War Song,” showing the same statues seen from the parade ground.

On October 2, the Tatmadaw Media Group Facebook page updated its information with a new
website, tatmadawmediagroup[Jcom. This was registered the same day and began posting
immediately; as of October 4, it featured five brief articles and accompanying photos about the

Army’s positive activities and the pride of being a soldier.

L, Watch Online
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Front page of the Tatmadaw Media Group website as of October 4. Note the banner image, which again
shows the statues of the three kings. To judge by the positioning of the flags, this is the same picture as on
the Facebook page, not another picture from the same location.
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The operation’s posts were explicitly pro-Army, but the content that these pages most often
posted was not explicitly martial. Only a small number of posts dealt with combat; far more
focused on the Army’s role as a guarantor of stability and well-being, for example by delivering
healthcare or food or rescuing civilians from floods.
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Cooking,

Medical programs

From Yangon State... See More

& - Hida Translation - Mata this transiation

7 Comments 17 Shares

Posts by pages §:005 (left) and avooé:¢ ("All News,” right).

The pages paid particular attention to the Army’s role in providing healthcare for monastic
communities. In late September and early October, the pages repeatedly posted photo montages
of military visits to monasteries, complete with photos of soldiers caring for, and showing respect

to, monks.
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Army medicine groups are performing daily heaith checks at insein village monastery.
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Posts by pages gooSecoos (“Our Army,” left) and avooé:¢ (“All News,” right). This is the same photo montage
that some of the accounts carried on the same day - see p. 12, above.

This was not a universal preoccupation. Some of the pages covered broader topics: for example,
the page Update News Myanmar carried a variety of international headlines, including U.S.
President Donald Trump's positive test for coronavirus, military exercises in Russia, and the

spread of the novel coronavirus in North Korea.
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Update News Myanmar
October Z at 2:46 AM - @

#Breaking_News

3aeu§|m$mg cogget aydied: Covid-19 o:onbsg

wcuﬁm&num caT;.uScm]%um g0ed: B350 egjé onie0s
Sooo S]EJC\?) GSV‘(‘VSC’%C}'ZJC‘D g e‘)c@z/x\gr‘étﬂmwu sle 50073
%D’}C nl“@mw@é cnuﬁro 2003 :Dooobo:n e ls ] 257 GI3R023D;
crou']u @um@ |2960: ,oygmme é]@uo'S:onScu 7)0'1,:15 5ol
ooudi mq$<3m :DE[EDLGD aa@co Helnel o‘ﬁamrﬁ t> 19 ot
b0 qoous._ 33'“030 10 @mé@c @“ QJ]CD See More

#Breaking_News
U.S. President Trump and his Wife Covid-19 infected

U.5. President Donald Trump announced that he and his wife
were infected with coronavirus on October 2 That's why he
announced on his Twitter page because he's going to enter
quantin. The President's president has also confirmed about
this. Trump confirmed early that one of his top advisor was
infected with covis 19... See More

4% - Hide Translation - Rate

this transiation

Update News Myanmar
October 1at 10:55 PM - @

B 19 08 038:5Scon:8EB[§6epEe: algrSogiuon:

calb:eaond[F: anfo saé Hepl @Ep:ﬁo%&l HeepHtel b 19 <r“quJJu@J:|
[B:03 o2 ofn amu,cé o900 &spa, 5058z c00: mum$
dowEm c@:c@o&ﬂmus" & 3a§ s0Fac]gdas| [t

ealf:camniy cu:dEaoizacnat § G]UEEL[J 05 cbé: % o orGdooud
(&) rr%maaeq;g@ogp?)cm 9@0‘?59&?‘9 '1333.405@ DD caném & oy

mﬁ,meq.anﬁw(ﬁo? ... See More

Morth Korea has been able to control covis 19

The Top Ambassador of North Korea said that leader kim jon on
was able to prevent covis 19 world side in Morth Korea. The
Ambassador camera said that kim jon has been able to control
the virus because he has been able to lead the leader with a big
view.

He didn't publish health numbers information. He didn't even
say that there is no one who has been infected with coronavirus
in North Korea. He... See More

R P

anslation - Rate this

2 . Hide Tr

Posts on global issues by Update News Myanmar.

However, even this page carried some of the same posts that were posted by many of the
accounts and explicitly military pages in the network, suggesting that it was part of the same
broader network, and that the non-Burmese content was designed either to lend it credibility as a
source of news or to attract an audience that was not necessarily focused on domestic military
matters and the role of the army.
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‘ Update News Myanmar A [gpbeconéeondueodd

September 28 at 6:39 AM - @ September 28 at 4:41 AM - @

mé:B%gﬂusmpE:oerfS? sogpeon® alumeorupian: oxfuecsd o30S o3& oBub o) op 20 w so: &€ G0 wud
caoion0dy esnpoSiueqiatesnicu: cgrbgoaudod adadlonub =
) v ? ag a3l Glonad A A A
#UpdateNewsMyanmar
E th hi 't heal If.
Insein Village Monastery has been known that the army has a Vel maugh L AL heal nyse

daily health check from the army medical army. Well done, well done i i

#UpdateNewsMyanmar &  Hide Translation - Rate this translation

£ - Hide Translaticn - Rate this translation

Update News Myanmar © Send Message QOF 1.2 50 Comments 119 Shares

Left, post on Update News Myanmar, with the same content as from military-themed pages in the set,
including [gaSecoodpondesons (“Union Army”). Again, this is the set of photos
also seen on pages 12 and 23.
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Update News Myanmar .
September 28 at 11:33 PM - Q

aaloSom Heoteod: sugngddl & 0f0 meone
O‘D(S@s 2010 §m§9 H=~8 msgts)(ﬁ 0§ = .' é
--------------------- 6 -él-rﬁme‘ico

"EP m; pnmtlve

Pomtwe cobup:

s

1] mgiﬁé g
Goopoa © I 5
%5£én o;? f I P‘é ] :go
P m&%@ 520
i @icdigediéico... See More

Dr. U Zaw Wai Soe appeal, last battle starts.
Says they are collaborating with army medicine.

- -
September 29 at 3:37 AM - @
edlobom Breebeod: cugngbal
6§20530: Q 06076
ombueoresn:ged gedlieantgnieselipé el

#[mofo'}... oboondle ... See More

Dr. U Zaw Wai Soe appeal.
The last battle starts

Says they are collaborating with army medicine.

#[goSapoiiadandled... See More

2¢ - Hide Translation - Rate this translation

Teacher Dr. Zaw Wai Soe's speech should be published
quickly to be known to everyone. Today's check will change
now positive less or evening. The treatment is winning. More
positive available. You must control as much as you can.
Scheduling to set.

Too many places are preparing and medical preparing. All
working together.... See More

£# Hide Transiation - Rate this transiation

3 Shares

Left, post by Update News Myanmar. Right, the same article - not a share - posted by one of the
operation’s accounts a few hours later.

Content Clustering and Amplification

Together, the pages and accounts made up a repeater network that shared the same content,
with minimal variations, and typically in short, intense bursts of activity. Repeatedly, Graphika
identified the same posts across many different parts of the set. Usually, these did not come in
the form of many assets re-sharing a post from a central asset: each account and page posted
the same basic content, usually at the same time.

This can be demonstrated in many ways. Often, the posts consisted of short phrases or
sentences that multiple assets repeated verbatim. In a review of the 14 pages in the set, we
regularly found identical phrases that had been posted to 4 or 5 different pages in a short period
of time.
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Messages posted across pages four or more times.
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The pages themselves fell into two sub-clusters, based on their posting patterns. Group A were
more active, both in volume of posts and across a larger number of hours throughout the day.

Group B were less active overall, and they typically posted less often, with shorter active hours.

The chart below shows an aggregate of the posting behavior for 12 pages. They have been
labeled to indicate the grouping.

Hourly posting frequency of Facebook pages

Tatmadaw Media Group Update News Myanmar nig:f}%é: E:;cmfluscrﬁ
220 220 220 220
2 2 2
100 20 20 A 20 20
10 B B 4 -
18 18 18 18
1 6 6 6 6
16 16 16 16
14 5 14 2 14 . 14 #
12 10 12 10 ) 10 12 10
A B B A

Polar plots of the time of posting for four of the pages in the network. Note how the shapes of the plots
fall into two distinct sub-groups, labeled here as A and B. Technique from Ray Serrato
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https://medium.com/swlh/detecting-coordination-in-disinformation-campaigns-7e9fa4ca44f3

In practice, this marked the network as exceptionally repetitive, especially when it posted positive
content about the Army, rather than partisan political content. On many occasions, multiple pages
and multiple accounts in the network shared the same content at much the same time, and with
minimal variation in the language.

Q nmm wnl Aung e (TE ) Kyaw Naing
alh a1 AM 3 Oetokmr 248 258 A - @ esterday at 030 AM @

§unb b ardofoorhamed
[::;Em:i: pesirighoes

E Ty
[ 3 ey wmlemfr ooy Tk ooy
0. See Mara. 5 : Ao s B8 chboirtecnuaht
- Myanmar is under the great match Myanmar is under the great match
WMirit S5 urictar - o bl Not @ war lss country Not & war loss country

Mot a war loss country From International 1o Myanmar |ssue From International 1o Myanmar issug
From International 1o Myanmar issue Il you get & gossip o you get a gassip
If... Gaa Mora we'll mast the army, We'll mest the ey,

The same post by three operation accounts, all extolling the Army. The posts were spread across a few
hours on October 2 (timestamp in ET).

Eém&&waua«»ﬂ i Eéagwugﬂsm&news swaéuﬁn)é
bo bber 2 81 6:08 AM - @ L Cctober T at 519 A
-fs':%écaag& vimddbronieamnaloeipriepaopts obgilis %mécma wombcfnanbemmninyemalieyacaht obg:jis Eaméc 2528 w&o‘mn"smﬁmcspeﬁc 2008 o&lﬁ éééacu%:
os. . . R wunah [qvomeg &Ecm zodimyl griemoosayf oabes
g;smsq:ry% § : ¢ Fad gofurboonogd colusoty %«%:’ch i E:m moolimfrl grfucioonogd mliuveorty cﬁég’erﬂaaa&.;‘}
SGceSeoguad... G, Suemiomomuleg:d:bayd
oobusctomoubeq:Bibigd orescimogiSesdibingh onbue rpabegdibigd

Credit... Sea More See Transtation

Sew Translation

See Transiation

The same post by three pages in the network, at the same approximate time as the accounts.
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eptember 30 ot 10:48 P4 - O

T et )l 0 i3 JI T £l - : 2 cc‘?moﬁ an DB’ZD W)‘-O"mm G{,'{)_ 1
w{%ﬁk%’m ggﬁ.%ma S Gopaned armmqgf@“vﬁ«
Gohzmgagaan 3
.536"5 ﬂw;wm%ﬁpzn% ﬂf’fa Wml "J

q&ﬁ;lﬂigxa%-ul n . Sea- More

Y man schoal with covis verlfled patents.
In the tharns temples with & kot of sanghe,

m; s r‘gg_ smicpdorsoy.. See More

e moen school with covis verified patients. Coaking,
I the tharna temgples with covis verified patients in tha tharna temples with a lot of sangha, Madical programs
Cooking, Cooking, Froen Yargan State
Medical programs Medical IDI'UQ[QH’!S Check et close-up and 11l oul whal nends.

‘fangon State of Yangon @ Wi Visstalien . HAEs s blsnualn

Close-up checking photos... See More

© - Hide Transistion - fate this bansiation

O0% 3 140 Comments 308 Shares

O0% 62

Yangen State of Yangon . See More

#3 Hido Traneiation - Eato thie transkstian

3 Commants 18 Shares

Qo o Homments 18 Ehares

The same photo montage from three pages in the set, September 30 and October 2.

@ Phyo mi Aung
Dctober 2 at B:d1 AW 3
n?v&?amﬁ E\Nxogmm é,g@sr\:u:é 1

" Focpy
2GRSO H

aa0r orﬂ;&q :Jaé]:'ao‘e a0t

abrloné: ciftepe.. see More

‘fe mon school with covis verified patients.
In the tharna temples witha lot of sangha.
Coaking,

Medical programs

From Yangon State... See More

Lwin Ko Ko
Detober 2 a1 86:30 AM &

n%o&aiu'i_ki r.\f?%cgwxm sp;ﬁ_r.ru ;c '

oSang‘,ew -
Gao ol a:\qq aa&aw e
0#3" eE More

e mon school with covis varified patients.
In the thama temples with a kot of sangha.

Cooking,
Medical programs
From Yangon State.. See More

Zin Mi Mi Ko

Octaber 2 a1 B85 AM . Q@

it g ;uhn., Pt
cngmo o armww:%ccgp
G e

Jafuw‘s
m&;? EVTT gee More
e man school with covis verified patients.
In the tharna temples with & lot of sangha
Cooking,
Medical programs
Fram Yangon State., See More

8 - Hinle Tranalagion - Rate this transsatan & - Hide Trarislation - Aste ths tarsation © - Hde Tranalation - Rate they barstatir

00% 52 1 Comment 5 Shares Os [+ %] 3 Shatas

The same photos from three operation accounts, October 2. The profile picture for the right-hand account can
also be found here, where it was uploaded 3 days before the profile was.

The crossover of content between pages and accounts was less marked when it came to posts
about partisan politics: the pages appeared more reluctant to post negative comments about the
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https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1028038314335717&id=110690429403848&__xts__[0]=68.ARDcYyIGZNa5Yp3U2p87ozePu04d0tau2SJl6feh2mqi_1c4a1wdL8B39fo525XRodExWnUGgKIY2DMl6IEzf9vc37vMOxsHWWiSz1rqyET1qw7zG8V0S3uPRU_5I8fbx4rHM-CBT73lvSa1F2QAp4pg9T1pv-jqYkUBsChJOdGS3PcdWeEpmEmk6airY5LDZPhrw5Jpk-d_kf7O3F76qbB7bTm--YACpWV84HfHlYpwsKw-yZLTZQopt03keYminAQjWuxwUlizlaDv6Sz6APBLmvsEo8kbexqx5AFGl0NjfQxudHwRsX7dMMhASQbl97Pq158kRlRAzDnkpEU-TvB-xQ

NLD, and they did not typically adopt pro-USDP visuals as aggressively as the accounts did.
Nevertheless, some pages did reproduce the partisan political content that many of the accounts
shared, as the example below illustrates.

) Eémm:ﬁ - - socofs
w OCIUU‘;I 28l 1A AM- @ W Cciober 281 4:01 AM (%]
7 e n o2 = = e Enonol. &
C\Eo?eé]&em:é@.qmm,mé@%.émé G@ng.. @lm [ macémémgc;;q} 5
. . nol.lr\g GO, 4 omegl 5519),13&, "Vr‘ ..... i
Broken with a word of the public leader.. fall down!_! ... S oBnSosesa ggm a0
£ - Hide Translation - Rate this transfation k... 599 More

I'm sorry...

Many many happy returns of the day

To those who died with worms and patients..... .

To the staff who are fighting on the real ground....... .
I... See More

# - Hide Transtation « Rate this translation

Qu® 51 6 Comments 48 Shares -
Q 28 2 Camments 3 Shares

Post on Aung San Suu Kyi by two of the pages. The other pages in the network did not share this post.
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& - Hide Translation « Rate this translation k.. So0 More

I'm goery..

hany many happy returns of the day

To thosz who died with weems and patients..... .

To the staff whe are fighting on the real graund...... ==
|... See Maore

© Hide Transtalicr - Path this irasalal

I'm sarry.

Many many happy returns of the day

To those who died with worms and pationts...., =
To the stafl who are Tighting on the real ground......, &

| See More

R ——

1 Comment 2 Shares

DeF 12 2 Shares

The same video with varying captions from operation accounts. Screenshots taken on October 3.
Eleven different accounts in the network shared this video.

The Election

One page in the network focused explicity on the election. This was the page
“2020_Election_Union_Of_Myanmar,” which was set up on September 6, 2020, just before
campaigning began. Its tagline, in English, read, “Helping Myanmar Election to become successful
election.” By the time it was taken down, it had 669 followers.
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2020_Election_Union of

Myanmar

@electionunionofmyanmar - News & Media © Send Message

Website
Home Reviews Videos Photos More » b Like Q e
About See All Create Post
“hi Ri [,';' Photo/Video o Check in : Tag Friends

N_a_vmfivrv
5 ey PINNED POST

o Al o 2020_Election_Union of Myanmar i
September 25 at 3:52 AM . @

Helping Myanmar Election to become 0§06 SU:@&:D@ %&f:m:o’}é:cﬁ 03‘30§@503é
successful election.

=]

Voting is of every citizen It's responsible
Political ¥ - Hide Translation - Rate this translation

652 people like this
669 people follow this
Send Message

Always Open

ECOQDw®O

News & Media Website

Home page for the “Election Union of Myanmar” page, note the bio and follower number on the left.

This page was an outlier in the network. It did not post any of the content that came from other
assets. Much of its content took the form of public service posts that it relayed from Myanmar's
Union Election Commission, or UEC.
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2020_Election_Union of Myanmar
September 16 at 1:13 AM - @

sen

&

o & meageogegieomniiod danggl
gogqé% j ;P?ssq a2 §ec9m?§,as ([Bio28s088 )

$pFp0epi0d %n% £ag G

eamnndeud[gdl UEC Website Link Ug(’i Download gup8&dlanaSn

https://www.uec.gov.mm/show_data_content.php...... See More

In the 2020 s general election, the constituent election shows
the valid vote templates for systematic protests.
You can download on the uec website link below.
https:/fwww.uec.gov.mm/show_data_content.php...... See More

£ - Hide Transiation - Rate this transiation

2020_Election_Union of Myanmar
September 16 at 1:10 AM - @

b saccoscgegiemnoiy 8 daosqfup: 20
m@qégémi Egésq Her? unﬁecgr&?os [%:ﬁm?ﬁ )
st B h%'
sanndewn’|gdl UEC Website Link op& Download qop&&dlanpbi

https:/fwww.uec.gov.mm/show_data_content.php...... See More

In the 2020 s general election, the constituent election shows
the templates of the constituents for systematic protests.
You can download on the uec website link below.
https:/fwww.uec.gov.mm/show_data_content.php...... See More

£ - Hide Translation . Rate this translation

2020_Election_Union of Myanmar

2020_Election_Union of Myanmar S A S

September 22 at 4:50 AM - @

R

wan

@

GeSeomipag:eomnbiembogs 5 becispregclionacg seiio]lpigpindl R Al
T wogcudeaglacy: ?5°5C\’J§m £ 3;%0‘33 teopaemgopl 0B || oSentoni olab jo,j08
'y %oém[ﬂ]qogsﬁrqg soeud 600G ermo’iga'a b GE00:
e5[upSecnd enbontom jo.. See Mare eepod [géwsétom:e memnSi%mm( ) tﬁc@mo@ .[035@
B0 %Ecnus weco: UE%J):\S Haaloe] 05 ocr) 1]

Union election commission president u hla thein

m‘xmcoé o [§8eandqen caaooS :r_o {
Attending online meeting about child rights

) rﬁmn[‘-? :(39) clrrS:;
33:8 eqmrS (@)gofmes Eeﬂg}q)ﬁmc& ggus %g ooudi... See

Myanmar in Malaysia can vote from October 9

September 23, 2020
Malaysia Myanmar Embassy has published that Myanmar

Naypyidaw September 21... See More

£ - Hide Translation - Rate this translation

Posts from the Election Union page; note the links to the Union Election Commission in the upper two.

One post focused on the Army’s role in delivering ballots, but there was otherwise an absence of
overtly partisan content. Several posts pointed users toward the website of the Union Election
Commission, Myanmar's official electoral body.

This page apart, the network’s election coverage was partisan. As described above, it favored the
USDP and criticized the NLD. Various accounts posted imagery of the “Brighter Future” motif,
including on clothing. Other posts dealt with election registration. In typical style, these posts
came from multiple assets within a few minutes.
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September 24 at 8:54 AM - Q

- -‘
September 24 at 2:48 AM - @

endepgedoiilzps: poseo:0ic}..cobelpedoddlsy: YY W
Fall in love again Fall in love with the nights again Yy .
4 - Hide Translation - Rate this translation 4% - Hide Translation - Rate this transiation

6 Comments Q0% a2 11 Comments 1 Share

Posts promoting the USDP'’s “Brighter Future” merchandise, September 24.
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ﬂ September 25 at 8:34 AM - @ a September 25 at 8:37 AM - @

BhmEmans: avjgluieomnomul... & 3 Afudenicpubecnt: vducochm wobdmeecaieomt wdobiton
e 2 24ld . :gu”):;'vm n'ﬁ?éswu‘io% ’3’):5(\%?1‘359{(5{5@?(\) i

| just saw the registration... & .
How can | put my township in my area and my township if my

4 - Hide Translation - Rate this translation = L i
candidate panflets can't even check the registration...

#» - Hide Translation - Rate this translation

ey,

Qi s 3 Shares

o) Like (J Comment /> Share DOsd 2 2 Comments 2 Shares

Post on election registration, September 25, two assets 3 minutes apart.

One especially lengthy post, which only seems to have been published on one page, presented an
almost Shakespearean description of Aung San Suu Kyi and her government, punctuated with the
phrase, “Yes, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good!”

Graphiks
36



0 Bespmss

STeanfaobiglmes....mqb:e050008

[2) aémﬁi §E5:08 >&§ =81 conBoond eulede & ooheligamn
:r}jSmEqE [Go5pday 6@5 0‘} ':\_.u Bohern [GaSay

50 cv-‘u:) o, pohsocod o wiik)
GHJDF!S 05 - saao(’: Eu G@rg Be corfud

emJooo 5 :.,c;:; c :rac@oé Eomoo0d sues

upE E rvi e[ aaogrv‘::zsel_ﬁ a'acq

206:33 sotan: embuod pgpoadeeiodod

More

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.... very good

(1) the pecple can't accept the love of a Muslim government
and u thein sein governmeant, who can't accept the love of a
Muslim government and thein sein government... without a
Muslim member who won the election _ after winning the
election, the president of the Muslim lawyer u kani is a very
important place for the country... (Yes Daw Aung San Suu Kyi)

(2) after getting public love and winning the election by
blaming thein sein's education from the period of military
government and u thein sein.

At the full month of the government, the Myanmar language
has increased up to 50 percent of the victory of Myanmar
education with moderation points.. the news came out. (yes...
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

13) in the period of military government and u thein sein
government, the Myanmar business will become a tiger in
Asia, shouting that Myanmar business will become a tiger in
Asia and won the election, after the new government's life, the
Myanmar business has reduced 14 % and a hundred million car
in U Thein Sein Government has now improved up to 145
million in the government's marriage and developed Myanmar
business, ... (yes.... Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

{4} in the period of military government and u thein sein
government, thein sein government.... the battle that is
happening in the English war cemetery, saying in the national
chest, the first 21th century has been held and increased more
groups of ethnic armed armed groups that can't sign NCA..
raised national reconciliation... [yas... Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is
very good)

{5} after he won the election by the war government and u
thein sein government... after he won the election by pointing
out free speech protest. In Government's marriage, a law of 66
23 continued to live... open prison doors and raise free
speech.. (yes.... Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

{8} in the marriage of military government and u thein sein,
blaming human rights without any probiem.,

Of Police camps in bupu taung maung taw in government
marriage, He was able to raise Myanmar human rights in the
middle of the world by giving a lot of police lives (yes....
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

{7) the marriage of military government and u thein sein
government... blaming his finger. in government marriage,
illegal menastery shut down... protected iilegal bills.... (ves....
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

(&) in the days of war and u thein sein government, he blamed
the dictatorship system. Nid party in government period The
top person broke the dictatorship system until he dare to say "
dictatorship if he should be dictatorship... {yes..... Daw Aung
San Suu Ryi is very good)

{3} in the marriage of war and u thein sein government, thein
sein government, the voice of the public's voice. In the
government marriage, mon state.., Chaungzon Bridge was
opened by name General Aung San Bridge according to the
public's voice..... (yes.... Daw Aung San Suu Kyl is very good)

{10} tax workers in the period of military government and u
thein sein government Blaming the opportunity... its's in the
7
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Beginning of a Shakespearean post about Aung San Suu Kyi, criticizing aspects of her government and built

around the phrase, in translation, “‘Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good.”

(10) tax workers in the period of military government and u
thein sein government Blaming the opportunity... its's In the
days of the government, he had great mercy on the public
until the phone was charged.... (yes... Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is
very good)

{11} in the days of military government and u thein sein
government, he blamed that there is no electricity full of
electric fire in the days of military government and u thein sein
government. In the government marriage, Yangon City has
increased electrical production untll the htein lights.... (yes....
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

112} after the time of military government and u thein sein
government, thein sein government, after blaming cronies. in
the government's period, the public love aye nay win imported
bus cars will be allowed to ride as ybs bus cars {yes....
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

{13 in the period of military government and u thein sein
government, he blamed the building of kaw kyaw bridges in
‘Yangon, In the government's period, the vehicle has been
resolved until they could be able to re-delete these shoulder
brushs... (yes.... Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

{14} how the businesses that were done in daw Aung San Suu
Kyi government did not succeed, but because of the previous
government, the previous government has been able to blame
the previous government... (yes....... Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is
very good)

{15) in the period of daw Aung San Suu Kyi government, he
was able to give birth to a public who has been able to protect
daw Aung San Suu Kyi and nid... (yes.... Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi... very good)

Crd

;’angan. In Iﬁe government's period‘, the vehiéle has b;zn
resolved until they could be able to re-delete these shoulder
brushs... {yes.... Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is very good)

(14) how the businesses that were done in daw Aung San Suu
Kyi government did not succeed, but because of the previous
government, the previous government has been able to blame
the previous government... (yes Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is
very good}

(15} in the period of daw Aung San Suu Kyi government, he
was able to give birth to a public who has been able to protect
daw Aung San Suu Kyi and nid... (yes.... Daw Aung San Suu
Kyl... very good)
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The conclusion of the same post.
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Anti-Rohingya Content

A handful of posts from this network mentioned religious tensions, especially the majority-Muslim
Rohingya people, who were subjected to a genocidal series of attacks, persecution, and
displacement from 2016 onward. Much of the violence was carried out by the Myanmar army;
much of the incitement was conducted on Facebook.

The few posts on the current network that mentioned the Rohingya or Muslims do not seem to
have used the extremes of dehumanizing language that were reported around the genocide,
including from military leaders. A handful of posts used the phrase “No Rohingya” in English or
Burmese; one recent post about Muslims pointed to accusations of bias in favor of Muslims and
against the Buddhist minority. Both of these were made in the context of the party rivalry between
the USDP and the NLD. These posts constituted only a fraction of the network’s overall activity,
but human rights considerations and Myanmar’s recent history of ethnic violence marks them as
particularly important. We therefore include them here in full.
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sleoge|ac © cuiwas sleopejrge S eueud
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&[gpeonuS... See More s[peonus... See More
Pyai Khine Phyo Pyai Khine Phyo
This is why I'll vote This is why I'll vote
No Rohingya No Rohingya
Dare to say... See More Dare to say... See More
{4 - Hide Translation - Rate this translation 43 - Hide Translation - Rate this translatien

1 Comment 0; ]

Posts using the “No Rohingya” slogan from two of the fake accounts, alongside pro-USDP content.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/08/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-genocide.html?smid=tw-nytimesworld&smtyp=cur
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/06/technology/myanmar-facebook.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-45449938
https://www.genocidewatch.com/post/2019/12/11/a-2015-genocide-warning-applying-stantons-10-stages-to-the-rohingya-of-myanmar
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/myanmar-facebook-hate/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/15/technology/myanmar-facebook-genocide.html
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/A_HRC_39_CRP.2.pdf
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Pyai Khine Phyo
This is why I'll vote

No Rohingya
Dare to say

My own people
Administrative

Free if they are wrong
There is a chance to judge

Just a good mistake.
Didn't catch

Business Foreign Suggested
Not as hard as people

In different languages now

Don't lie

If they're wrong, they're so happy.
Can be scolded

¥ - Hide Translation - Rate this translation

Automated translation of the same post to provide the full context.
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See Translation

Everyone who loves the country and the nation says no
rohingya.
R L
| don't just say that there is no rohingya...

First President U Thein Sein also said...

The second former foreign minister (u wana maung lwin) has
also come back because he said rohingya in the United
Nations...

The third army defence chief also says...

The fourth army report also says...

These are the 4 clear sardha because there is no rohingya...

And we are the law in Myanmar... there are 135 types... | still
read rohingya in 135 ethnicities... no... it doesn’t belong to
Myanmar because it's not in Myanmar... and | follow if it's in
the world... | don’t know if | don't learn any country... No...
#erdShinNayMin
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Post using the “No Rohingya” slogan both in the image and in the text. Left, original Burmese, right,
automated translation.
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Nid Muslim ambassador who asked to shut down monastery
education schools and asked for Islam Arabic language in
school.
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Nid party

To choose the candidates to place

There's a lot of sauce... See More
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NId Muslim ambassador who asked to shut down monastery
education schools and asked for Islam Arabic language in
school.
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Nid party

To choose the candidates to place

There's a lot of sauce... See More

£ « Hide Translation . Rate this translation
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Post by many of the assets in the network, including pages and accounts, linking the NLD to apparent
pro-Muslim bias.
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Nld Muslim ambassador who asked to shut down monastery
education schools and asked for Islam Arabic language in
school.

T VN 1 O T [

NId party

To choose the candidates to place

There's a lot of sauce

Most of the Islamists

Panbedan Township of nid party

As a candidate of Parliament

U si thu maung ko living in hlaing township

Daw Su chose himself.....

U si thu maung

In the marriage of u thein sein government
Arabic language

Add to school lessons

The person who requested an rights

If you don't decide

Monastery education schools

Requested to Close

Then

Phyo Phyo Aung Zeyar Thaw Sithu Maung
LED

The making of education changes
Student closed with title

| met aunt su since that time

What's the next golden yellow turn?

This news describes he's leading

Since an opposition life to say

The kids who were tested are not wrong.

In the 2015 election

About religion

I'm patient because it's a time that doesn't end up.
According to daw su's duty

Behind the party win

He said he tried it

| mean

There's no related to politics

All with pre-plans

It's going to be a rule.

You don't need to be a doubt......

#ord
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Original and automated translation of the same post.
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